
2017-2018​ ​Wisconsin​ ​Hemp​ ​Cannabis​ ​(Marijuana)​ ​Active​ ​Legislation​ ​Support​ ​Letter​ ​Rev​ ​4​ ​-​ ​​ ​11/18/2017 

________​ ​Please​ ​support​ ​​2017​ ​Assembly​ ​Bill​ ​482​ ​“Legalizing​ ​Opportunity”​ ​​,​ ​​Regulate​ ​marijuana​ ​possession,​ ​use​ ​and​ ​sales. 

Pending​ ​for​ ​the​ ​2017-2018​ ​legislative​ ​session​ ​to​ ​regulate​ ​the​ ​use,​ ​growing,​ ​and​ ​distribution​ ​of​ ​marijuana​ ​for​ ​both​ ​medical​ ​and​ ​recreational​ ​purposes. 

The​ ​measure,​ ​sponsored​ ​by​ ​Rep.​ ​Melissa​ ​Sargent​ ​(D-Madison),​ ​permits​ ​adults​ ​to​ ​possess​ ​and​ ​grow​ ​personal​ ​use​ ​quantities​ ​of​ ​cannabis,​ ​and​ ​to​ ​possess 

marijuana-related​ ​paraphernalia.​ ​It​ ​also​ ​establishes​ ​regulations​ ​for​ ​the​ ​commercial​ ​production​ ​and​ ​retail​ ​sale​ ​of​ ​marijuana​ ​to​ ​anyone​ ​over​ ​the​ ​age​ ​of​ ​21.​ ​Public 

use​ ​of​ ​cannabis​ ​is​ ​subject​ ​to​ ​a​ ​$100​ ​civil​ ​fine. 

The​ ​bill​ ​also​ ​establishes​ ​a​ ​regulated​ ​system​ ​for​ ​the​ ​production​ ​and​ ​distribution​ ​of​ ​cannabis​ ​for​ ​medical​ ​purposes.​ ​It​ ​further​ ​prohibits​ ​employers​ ​from 

discriminating​ ​against​ ​employees​ ​because​ ​of​ ​their​ ​off-the-job​ ​use​ ​of​ ​cannabis,​ ​and​ ​mandates​ ​insurance​ ​providers​ ​to​ ​provide​ ​coverage​ ​for​ ​patients’​ ​use​ ​of 

medical​ ​marijuana. 

________​ ​Please​ ​support​ ​​2017​ ​Assembly​ ​Joint​ ​Resolution​ ​7​ ​/​ ​Senate​ ​Joint​ ​Resolution​ ​10  

Resolved​ ​by​ ​the​ ​senate,​ ​the​ ​assembly​ ​concurring,​ ​That​ ​the​ ​following​ ​question​ ​be​ ​submitted,​ ​for​ ​advisory​ ​purposes​ ​only,​ ​to​ ​the​ ​voters​ ​of​ ​this​ ​state​ ​at​ ​the​ ​next 

general​ ​election​ ​occurring​ ​not​ ​sooner​ ​than​ ​45​ ​days​ ​after​ ​adoption​ ​of​ ​this​ ​resolution: 

​ ​QUESTION​ ​1:​ ​​“Medical​ ​Marijuana.​ ​Should​ ​the​ ​state​ ​of​ ​Wisconsin​ ​allow​ ​individuals​ ​with​ ​debilitating​ ​medical​ ​conditions​ ​to​ ​use​ ​and​ ​safely​ ​access 

marijuana​ ​for​ ​medical​ ​purposes​ ​if​ ​those​ ​individuals​ ​have​ ​a​ ​written​ ​recommendation​ ​from​ ​a​ ​licensed​ ​Wisconsin​ ​physician?” 

________​ ​Please​ ​support​ ​​2017​ ​Assembly​ ​Bill​ ​75​ ​/​ ​Senate​ ​Bill​ ​38​,​​ ​to​ ​establish​ ​a​ ​medical​ ​marijuana​ ​access​ ​program​ ​in​ ​Wisconsin.  

Passage​ ​of​ ​this​ ​legislation​ ​will​ ​offer​ ​qualified​ ​patients​ ​state-sanctioned​ ​access​ ​to​ ​a​ ​therapy​ ​that​ ​may​ ​offer​ ​them​ ​significant​ ​benefits.​ ​Twenty-nine​ ​states​ ​and​ ​the 

District​ ​of​ ​Columbia​ ​already​ ​offer​ ​similar​ ​patient​ ​protections.​ ​Data​ ​from​ ​other​ ​states​ ​finds​ ​that​ ​the​ ​enactment​ ​of​ ​medical​ ​marijuana​ ​access​ ​is​ ​associated​ ​with 

lower​ ​rates​ ​of​ ​opioid​ ​abuse​ ​and​ ​mortality,​ ​and​ ​does​ ​not​ ​negatively​ ​impact​ ​workplace​ ​safety,​ ​teen​ ​use,​ ​or​ ​motor​ ​vehicle​ ​safety.​ ​A​ ​2016​ ​University​ ​of​ ​Michigan 

study​ ​showed​ ​a​ ​64​ ​percent​ ​reduction​ ​in​ ​the​ ​use​ ​of​ ​opioid​ ​painkillers​ ​amidst​ ​patients​ ​who​ ​used​ ​medical​ ​marijuana​ ​to​ ​help​ ​chronic​ ​pain. 

The​ ​results​ ​of​ ​a​ ​recent​ ​statewide​ ​poll​ ​commissioned​ ​by​ ​Marquette​ ​Law​ ​School​ ​show​ ​that​ ​fifty-nine​ ​percent​ ​of​ ​Wisconsin​ ​residents​ ​believe​ ​marijuana​ ​should​ ​be 

legalized.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​time​ ​for​ ​our​ ​state​ ​laws​ ​to​ ​reflect​ ​the​ ​views​ ​of​ ​the​ ​majority​ ​of​ ​voters​ ​and​ ​to​ ​address​ ​the​ ​best​ ​interests​ ​of​ ​our​ ​patient​ ​community. 

________​ ​Please​ ​support​ ​​2017​ ​Assembly​ ​Bill​ ​409​ ​/​ ​Senate​ ​Bill​ ​318​,​ ​​ ​​ ​“Decriminalization”​ ​Legislation​ ​to​ ​reduce​ ​minor​ ​marijuana​ ​possession​ ​penalties. 

Under​ ​current​ ​law,​ ​possession​ ​of​ ​any​ ​amount​ ​is​ ​a​ ​misdemeanor​ ​that​ ​carries​ ​up​ ​to​ ​6​ ​months​ ​in​ ​jail​ ​and​ ​a​ ​$1,000​ ​fine​ ​if​ ​convicted​ ​by​ ​a​ ​plea​ ​or​ ​trial. 

This​ ​bill​ ​amends​ ​state​ ​law​ ​so​ ​that​ ​marijuana​ ​possession​ ​offenses​ ​(up​ ​to​ ​10​ ​grams)​ ​are​ ​reduced​ ​to​ ​a​ ​civil​ ​offense,​ ​punishable​ ​by​ ​a​ ​fine​ ​of​ ​$100. 

The​ ​policy​ ​proposed​ ​by​ ​this​ ​bill​ ​is​ ​line​ ​with​ ​those​ ​of​ ​numerous​ ​other​ ​states,​ ​including​ ​Nebraska​ ​and​ ​Ohio.​ ​Such​ ​a​ ​change​ ​will​ ​save​ ​taxpayers​ ​money​ ​and​ ​allow 

police​ ​and​ ​the​ ​courts​ ​to​ ​re-prioritize​ ​their​ ​resources​ ​toward​ ​addressing​ ​more​ ​serious​ ​crimes.​ ​Minor​ ​marijuana​ ​possession​ ​offenders,​ ​many​ ​of​ ​them​ ​young​ ​people, 

should​ ​not​ ​be​ ​saddled​ ​with​ ​a​ ​criminal​ ​record​ ​and​ ​the​ ​lifelong​ ​penalties​ ​and​ ​stigma​ ​associated​ ​with​ ​it. 

  

_______​ ​​ ​Please​ ​support​​ ​​2017​ ​Assembly​ ​Bill​ ​158​ ​/​ ​Senate​ ​Bill​ ​104​​ ​​​ ​to​ ​establish​ ​a​ ​licensure​ ​program​ ​administered​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Department​ ​of​ ​Safety​ ​and 

Professional​ ​Services​ ​for​ ​producers​ ​of​ ​cannabidiol​ ​(CBD).” 

Under​ ​the​ ​bill,​ ​a​ ​person​ ​may​ ​cultivate,​ ​possess,​ ​and/or​ ​deliver​ ​CBD​ ​oil​ ​if​ ​the​ ​person​ ​is​ ​licensed​ ​by​ ​DSPS​ ​and​ ​only​ ​if​ ​the​ ​CBD​ ​oil​ ​is​ ​produced​ ​in​ ​a​ ​form​ ​without​ ​a 

psychoactive​ ​effect​ ​for​ ​the​ ​treatment​ ​of​ ​a​ ​medical​ ​condition.​ ​The​ ​bill​ ​also​ ​makes​ ​certain​ ​changes​ ​to​ ​the​ ​requirements​ ​for​ ​possessing​ ​CBD​ ​oil​ ​and​ ​dispensing​ ​it​ ​to 

patients. 

Date:​ ​​ ​_____________​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​Name​ ​and​ ​Signature:​ ​________________________________________________________________________ 

Address​ ​(NO​ ​PO​ ​BOX,​ ​voting​ ​address​ ​please)​ ​:​ ​_______________________________________________________________________  

City​ ​&​ ​Zip:​ ​___________________________​ ​Email:__________________________________________​ ​Phone:​ ​​ ​____________________ 
 
Comments:​ ​____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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